Utah ranch dog incident: Addendum

Written by: Thomas Courchaine

    This is a summary report of the incident which began on August 23rd, 2009 in which Max and Rucca, our two black labs, escaped from their runner under what seemed, at the time, to be rather unusual circumstances. 

  August 23rd, 2009- Due to periodic rain and the presence of lightning, Mark and I posted out together in the SUV at the beginning of the shift. At about 9PM MST, Mark and I returned to Homestead 1 for water and batteries when I noticed that the dogs were gone. Upon closer investigation we were taken back by the fact Rucca seemed to have just been set free.  Max’s line was pulled on with such strength that it bent the steel hook that the runner was attached to and, the hook connecting the wire to his collar was gone. We immediately took photos of the runners and the damage caused and swept the immediate area extensively for unfamiliar footprints, but found nothing. We then began a foot sweep of the area from Homestead 1 to the area south of Run 1 because the cows were discontent but didn’t see the dogs there.  We terminated our search for the dogs figuring they would just come back in a few hours; apparently they have a history of getting free and disappearing for a couple hours at a time. We returned to the East gate.  At 10PM Mark said he saw a blue LED light coming from the mesa adjacent to Homestead 1. We expedited back to Homestead 1 and using NVG and spotlights completed a detailed search of the area, but did not locate anything along the mesa.  Mark could have been mistaken or the individual(s) could have fled the scene in the face of our rapid response. Continued monitoring did not reveal any additional activity in that area. At midnight we left the East gate enroute to patrol the west side of the ranch when we were ambushed by the very wet and happy duo of Max and Rucca. Max’s hook was indeed still on his collar.
August 24 to present- We spoke to Jean and Richard about the incident.  They both stated they had not released the dogs from their leads; nor had they heard or seen anyone near the dogs.  Jean stated the both dogs had been barking for the past two nights, on both occasions focusing their attention on the area of the mesa.  Over the next three days the dogs have repeatedly shown an ability to get off of their hooks simply by twisting or turning the right way.  If one gets off the lead the other does everything they can to get off as well. Mark and I, while feeding the dogs, actually witnessed Max turn to face Mark and his hook came off as easily as if I bent over and released him. Richard has tried much to his frustration to secure the dogs but they seem to get out every time. We are currently working on solutions to the problem that wouldn’t hamper their ability to move around yet secures them to the runner without fail.  Ike spoke to us and said he was bringing locks (TSA type) and choke chain style collars to secure the dogs to their leads.  Additionally, we are considering bringing them inside the compound on occasion to ensure they do not get away.
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Conclusion-  It would appear the incident on the evening of 23 Aug could simply have been Rucca getting free from her lead.  After she began running free, Max likely became excited enough to pull himself free.  It would not appear anyone with nefarious intentions released the animals.
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